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I am truly inspired by my first 6 months as the newly appointed Executive Producer at PYT. 2013 was a significant 
year for PYT as it oversaw the introduction of a new director, new producing team and development of a new vision for 
the company.

Honoring the work of outgoing director Danielle Antaki we produced The Violence Project, in collaboration with 
Sweatshop Western Sydney Literacy Movement, a work performed by local artists from the PYT Ensemble. The 
performance was presented alongside a video installation and the project received positive feedback from community 
and audiences. This was followed by the hugely successful development of In this Fairfield: Romeo and Juliet in the 
West directed by David Williams and Kate Worsely, which engaged professional development processes with local 
High Schools. The bilingual texts, contemporary form and themes of love and intercultural relations produced great 
potential. We look forward to producing this work as our major project for 2014. 

PYT also produced Shorts Cuts Western Sydney’s premier short film festival for young people and produced Schools 
Shorts with professional filmmakers working in local schools. PYT’s outgoing Creative Producer Andy Ko created the 
Fairfield Arts Festival incorporating theatre, music and visual art exhibition in and around the Fairfield city. 

Each year PYT produces an event for the International Day of People Living with Disability, this year we decided to 
produce a Hunting Party to engage and learn more about the mixed abilities sector. The Hunting Party invited 50 
people to a performative lunch to talk about the lived experience of people with disabilities. This included creating a 
workshop program at Woodville with film artist Jordan Byron that produced a wonderful film series with the Woodville 
participants.

The new creative team introduced a PYT Residency Program for professional artists. This year we had artists Emma 
Beech and Boris Bagattini in residence. As part of the residency, professional artists have to share their skills with the 
Ensemble and local young people. Emma took a month long course with our ensemble in performance and Boris took 
a workshop in video and 3D sculpture. PYT also supported local artists in partnerships for the Fairfield Bike Shorts 
and screened the acclaimed documentary film I am Eleven. 

It’s been a dynamic year, in which we are working to extend the potential of contemporary arts and intercultural 
engagement with young people and their families in the Fairfield region.

Karen Therese
Executive Producer

  

executive  
producer’s report
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It has been a pleasure to have rejoined the PYT board, and this year, to have stepped into the Chairperson position. 
As a founding member of PYT, I have the privilege of looking back on our work for over a quarter of a century, and I 
am heartened to see that PYT is in the process of expanding its vision, broadening its creative engagement with our 
communities, and improving the systems which make our work possible.

In 2013 we restructured the company away from an Artistic Director / General Manager model to one with two 
Creative Producers and one Executive Producer. The intention was to distribute the administrative and creative 
responsibilities between the core staff, while retaining a single artistic driver. In April, we welcomed Karen Therese 
into the Executive Producer role, and Nathan Luff joined Johanna Allen as a Creative Producer. Together, they have 
set PYT on a surer course, implementing and enhancing an inherited 2013 artistic programme, while putting in place 
a 2014 programme that is built on genuine community engagement, strategic and high calibre artistic collaborations, 
a deeper appreciation of the capacity and narratives within our region, and an increased funding and resource base. 
What I particularly notice is a more considered and staged approach to project development and implementation, 
for example, in the International Day of People Living with Disability hunting party and the Short Cuts Film Festival 
which had smaller creative or consultative components leading up to the main event. I also notice that our network of 
partner organisations is growing and diversifying, and that PYT is a more vibrant hub, a place of formal and informal 
exchange between emerging and established artists who each bring considerable skill and passion to the table. The 
PYT ensemble has been nurtured and strengthened, and more purposefully placed within the company’s ambitions, 
as was evident in the creative development of In This Fair Field which confidently interrogated Shakespeare in 
western Sydney accents and inflections, and was an example of the improvement in PYT’s performance standards 
and outcomes. 

The imminent funding climate will be more competitive, and is an immediate challenge to PYT. The months ahead will 
involve a concerted company review and business planning processes in order to maximise PYT’s competitiveness 
and sustainability. Nathan Luff  is leaving us to take up parenting duties and writing projects, but his administrative 
groundwork will invaluably assist us in these tasks. We reluctantly farewell Nathan, and wish him every success. 

I would like to thank Karen, Nathan and Johanna for their dedication to the company and their deep belief in PYT’s 
capacity. PYT’s young participants have been supported and inspired by their hands-on commitment and care. I would 
also look forward to our new General Manager, who will step into Nathan’s shoes.
I would also like to thank the board for their dedication and support, and note the assistance Geoff Moses has 
provided regarding financial and operational oversight. 

My final thanks goes to Fairfield City Council who continue to support our work and our residency at the Fairfield 
School Arts.

Donna Abela 
Chairperson

chairperson’s report
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As at 31 December 2013

The association reported a profit of $14,135 which represents a 44% increase over the previous financial year.

This was achieved through a positive increase in specific grants for the projects including The Violence project and 
Romeo & Juliet 2013, there were corresponding cost offsets that matched this project income. Highlighting positive 
budgeting and expense control, which is leading into developing a more comprehensive operating budgets over the 
next business plan cycle.

What the trading report highlighted is the organisation’s received most of its funding from various arts grants and over 
the next 12 months the committee and management of PYT will need to review this and set plans in place to broaden 
the income base. 

Geoff Moses
Treasurer

treasurer’s report
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dates  
Workshops
 1 March – 5th April 
 (every Friday)
Rehearsals
 7 Oct – 6 Nov.
Performances 
 7–9th November

key artists
Director 
 Jonathan (Jonnie) Leahy
Assistant director/Writing consultant:  
 Andy Ko
Dramaturg
 Donna Abela
Workshop Facilitators
 Mohammed Ahmad, 
 Andy Ko, Felicity Castagna,  
 Luke Carman
Writers
 Mohammed Ahmad, 
 Andy Ko, Felicity Castagne,  
 Luke Carman, Keir Wilkins
Choreographer
 Linda Luke
Sound designer 
 David K. Kirkpatrick
Gallery installation artist/
Technical manager
 Patrick Hansen
Associate filmmaker
 Vinh Nguyen
Cast
 Justin Kilic, 
 Angela Tran,    
 Amanda Sullo, 
 David Robertts, 
 Adham Al Msodny, 
 Joseph Carbone

description
This theatre piece was an 
investigation of the growing incidents 
of violence and crime within the 
neighbourhoods of Western Sydney. 
PYT was interested in exploring the 
mechanics of violence in our society, 
sanctioned or unsanctioned, its 
underlying, pervasive causes and its 
repercussions. We also wanted to 
find out if the media representations 
of violence in Western Sydney were 
an accurate portrayal of what was 
happening.

The project underwent a research 
and development phase in 2012 
when a number of writing workshops 
were held with several schools in 
Western Sydney, exploring and 
developing some of these issues 
with local young people. In 2013, 
additional workshops were held 
with students at risk, as organized 
through Lotus House (featuring 
students selected from neighbouring 
schools). All workshops were 
facilitated by members of Sweatshop, 
a literacy organisation based at the 
University of Western Sydney. These 
2013 workshops were filmed and 
the video footage was used within 
the final production. The script for 
The Violence Project was developed 
using the writing outcomes from the 
workshops in both 2012 and 2013. 
The script was worked on by young 
playwright Keir Wilkins, and then by 
workshop facilitators Sweatshop and 
dramaturg Donna Abela.

The Violence Project used a cast 
of 6 emerging Western Sydney 
actors and was a theatre work that 
blended live performance, spoken 
word and film. It creatively explored 
an issue high on the social and 
political agenda within the region, 
incorporating innovative filmic and 
performative elements.

partners/sponsors
Australian Council for the Arts, Arts 
NSW, NSW Office of Communities, 
Sweatshop, STARTTS, Lotus House, 
NRMA Community Grants, Real 
Rhythm Studios, St James’s Bistro/
Green Peppercorn

statistics
Workshop participants (through Lotus 
House with students from Bonnyrigg, 
Cabramatta and Fairvale High 
Schools) – 16
Artists Employed: 20
Audience numbers: 159

the violence project

New Work: Presentation
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dates  
Workshop Period
 7 weeks from  
 13th May – 27th June.  
 1.2 hours a week at Fairvale  
 High School,  
 1.5 hours a week at Miller  
 Technology High School  
 and 3 hours a week with  
 the PYT Ensemble.  
 Plus Intensive week from  
 1 July – 5th July
Showing
 5th July

key artists
Directors
 David Williams, Kate Worsley
Lighting
 Andy Ko
Photographer
 Heidrun Lohr
Videographer
 Vinh Nguyen
Cast for the week intensive and 
showing: 
 Melanie Araya,  
 Javier Britos,    
 Jennifer Capello, 
 Karina Jager,  
 Denis Jovanovic,  
 Zena Kacho,  
 Mohammad Mayahi,  
 David Robertts,  
 Barbara Schefer,  
 Jackson Stewart,  
 Amanda Sullo,  
 Angela Tran,    
 Johnny Violatzis

description
In This Fairfield was an eight-week 
creative development project led by 
David Williams and Kate Worsley. 
Exploring the resonances between 
contemporary culturally diverse 
Fairfield and Shakespeare’s play 
Romeo and Juliet, In This Fairfield 
was created with three groups of 
young people. Workshops were 
conducted over seven weeks 
(May-June 2013) at Fairvale High 
School, Miller Technology High 
School and with the Powerhouse 
Youth Theatre Ensemble. After this 
period, a weeklong intensive was 
undertaken at the Fairfield School of 
Arts, and a one-off work-in-progress 
performance was presented on the 
evening of 5 July 2013. 

A key idea driving this concept was 
a sense that the contemporary 
population of Fairfield contained 
immigrant communities from either 
side of many twentieth century conflicts 
– for example North and South 
Vietnamese, Turks and Assyrians, and 
Iraqis and Iranians. In this environment 
in which old grievances seem to have 
created the seeds of new conflicts 
across generations, we wondered what 
resonance might the story of Romeo 
and Juliet have to young people living 
locally?

The showing featured verbatim 
texts, some movement, live music 
and a bi-lingual text, often using 
Shakespeare’s script as inspiration.

statistics
Participants: 16 from Fairvale High 
School, 13 from Miller Technology 
High School and 6 from the PYT 
Ensemble.
Artists employed: 4
Audience for showing: 86

in this fairfield:
romeo & juliet  
in the west

New Work: Development
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dates 
Saturday 13th of April,  
during National Youth Week.

key artists
Festival director
 Eleanor Winkler.
Assistant Festival Director
 Amanda Sullo
Festival Night Host
 Craig Anderson
Judges: 
 Gary Doust, Isha Kamara,  
 Jiao Chen,  
 Genevieve Clay-Smith
Photographer
 Ryan Peters

description
Hosted by Powerhouse Youth 
Theatre (PYT), Shortcuts Film 
Festival is Western Sydney’s largest 
short film festival for young people. 
It is hosted as part of National Youth 
Week and presented in partnership 
with Fairfield City Council and 
Arts NSW. Shortcuts gives young 
filmmakers connected to Western 
Sydney opportunities to have their 
films screened, judged by a panel 
of film industry professionals and to 
win a prize pool worth over $9K in 
prizes including a $1K cash prize 
for Best Film, to support future film 
endeavours.

Shortcuts was created in response to 
a burgeoning film culture in Sydney’s 
Western suburbs. The festival has 
experienced exponential growth 
since its inception in 2003. It has 
blossomed from a small gathering 
of local filmmakers to a large-scale 
event that engages interest from 
across greater Western Sydney 
and in 2013 attracted over $9K in 
sponsorship. Shortcuts is open to 
films under 7 minutes created by 
anyone under the age of 25 who 
lives, works or studies in Sydney’s 
west.
 

partners/sponsors
Gold sponsors: Real Rhythm Studio, 
International Film School Sydney
Silver sponsors: Dendy Cinemas, 
Metro Screen, Screen Hub, Thoradox 
Creations, Madman Entertainment
Bronze sponsors: Screen Producers 
Association of Australia, Anna 
Zhu Photography, Domino’s Pizza 
Fairfield Heights, The Production 
Book, Sydney Film Festival, Sydney 
Talent Co, The Writers Studio, 
Yummy Creations Cake Studio

shortcuts  
film festival

Festival
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dates 
Feb – March (Granville Boys High 
School and Bonnyrigg High School)

September (Verona School)

key artists
Vinh Nguyen 
 Bonnyrigg High School
Maria Tran  
 Granville Boys High School
Vinh Nguyen and Jordan Bryon 
 Verona School

description 
School Shorts was an initiative 
launched by PYT in 2011 to promote 
creative skills training for young 
people in South Western Sydney, 
encouraging them to share their 
unique stories and connect to a 
burgeoning film culture in the region. 

School Shorts is an 8-week program 
that places local filmmakers in 
schools to take students through 
the process of creating a short film. 
Participants are given an intensive 
overview of the practice including 
concept, storyboarding, crew roles 
and editing under the tutelage of 
a local emerging filmmaker who is 
active in the industry. The film is then 
submitted to PYT’s annual short 
film festival Shortcuts. If selected 
as a finalist the film is then in the 
running to win cash and prizes at the 
Shortcuts Festival Night, held during 
National Youth Week.

In consultation with local high 
schools, PYT has identified that 
many students in the area are 
not financially able to support 
participation in the arts outside of 
school.

In 2013, the schools to participate in 
this program were: Bonnyrigg High 
School, Granville Boys High School, 
and Verona School (Fairfield).

The filmmakers who ran the 
workshops were: Vinh Nguyen 
(Bonnyrigg High School, Verona 

School), Maria Tran (Granville Boys 
High School) and Jordan Byron 
(Verona School).

statistics
Student contact hours: 60
Number of students: 70
Artists employed: 3

school shorts

School Program
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dates 
12th–13th of April 

key artists  
Festival Director/Producer
 Andy Ko
Workshop presenter
 Christopher Harley
Playfest artists
 Ana Nguyen, 
 Mon Sans Productions, 
 PYT Ensemble
Music on the plaza artists 
 Triple Clef, Angharad Yeo,  
 Arda Barut, Collin Gosper, 
 Blue Mary, Afro    
 Contemporary Youth 
 Dance group.

description
The Fairfield Arts Festival was a 
multi-arts festival featuring live music, 
a visual art exhibition, and short 
plays. The Shortcuts Film Festival 
was also included in the program. It 
was produced with the assistance of 
the Clubgrants program.

The different components were:
MusicFest – a free event with local 
musicians performing at Thomas 
Ware Plaza, Nelson Street, Fairfield. 
The music presentations were 
diverse, involving 23 performers, 
individually and in groups, and 
included a range of cultural and 
subcultural forms, including: Acoustic 
vocal pop/rock performances; 
Afro-contemporary dance; 
Santur (Persian); A multicultural-
contemporary fusion band 
PlayFest – a showcase of short 
plays by Ana Nguyen, Mon 
Sans Productions and PYT 
Actors Ensemble. Writer/Director 
Christopher Harley worked with the 
PYT Ensemble to devise plays for 
this festival. The plays presented 
were: a 15-minute adaptation 
of the play “Neck and Neck”; a 
30-minute original devised work by 
the workshop participants called 
“The Space Between” that explored 
concepts of relationships; a piece 
by a young spoken word artist and 
Fairfield resident, Ana, and an 
excerpt from an original play created 
by Fairfield-based young emerging 
theatre company Mon Sans 
Productions.

Young Artist Exhibition – A free 
showcase of young artistic talent in 
the PYT gallery space.

statistics
Artists performing: 
 16 (Playfest) 
 23 (Music on Plaza)
Visual artists: 15
Volunteers: 25
Audience:
 46 for PlayFest
 150 for Music on the Plaza

Festival

fairfield arts festival
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dates 
Friday 6th of December

key artists
Curators
 Karen Therese  
 & Victoria Spence
Artist/chef
 Micheal Schiavello
Design
 Carey Corbett
Video
 Boris Bagattini  
 & Vinh Nguyen
Presentations: 
 Georgia Cranko,  
 Gerard O’Dwyer and  
 Alison Richardson of Beyond  
 the Square, Micheal   
 Schiavello, Lima ‘Listic’ Peni,  
 Jordan Bryon & Participants  
 from Woodville Services

description 
Celebrations for International Day 
of people Living with Disability 
consisted of 2 programs:

1. PYT employed the services of 
filmmaker Jordan Bryon to create 
films with participants from Woodville 
Community Services. Participants 
experience intellectual impairments

2. PYT ran ‘The Hunting Party’, a 
live art event incorporating curated 
presentations on practices within 
art and culture, curated by Karen 
Therese and Victoria Spence. 
The event experimented with 
participation and public engagement 
by re-appropriating a dinner table 
atmosphere as a public forum, and 
encouraged informal conversations 
on serious topics, as prompted by 
spoken and performed presentations.

This Hunting Party was a meeting 
platform for artists and activists 
of all abilities and backgrounds, 
presented for International Day of 
People With Disability.  It explored 
the lived experience of disability and 
how it shapes our lives. The films 
created with Woodville Community 
Services were screened at the event. 
The Hunting Party was devised as 
a way for the current PYT staff to 
really engage with the Disability 
arts sector. In this regard, it was 
an extremely successful event, 
connecting a range of organisations 
and artists. It also initiated a number 
of important conversations about 

working with people living with 
disability – for some people it was 
important to create art that is about 
the experience of living with disability, 
while for others it is important to be 
seen as an artist first and foremost, 
with their art having no such disability 
focus.

statistics 
(Participants, workers, audience)
Hunting Party Attendees: 49
Filmmaking participants: 6
Artists employed: 11

internation day of 
people living with 
disability

Event
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dates
Fight Choreography 
 Jan 22nd-23rd
Acting for Screen 
 22nd & 23rd April
Video Enhancement 
 13th August
Auditions Workshop 
 Friday 4th October

key artists
Facilitators:
 Kyle Rowling, 
 Les Chantery, 
 Boris Bagattini, 
 Barbara Harvey

description
Fight Choreography. Kyle taught 
how to create safe illusions of 
violence and combat for live 
theatre performances as well as 
for film. This masterclass showed 
aspiring performers clever tricks 
and techniques for developing safe 
and convincing fight sequences and 
choreography. From a single slap 
to a climactic sword battle, Kyle 
coached participants with safety, skill, 
experience and professionalism.

Acting for Screen Workshop. 
Over two days, NIDA graduate, 
Les Chantery led the participants 
through techniques in acting for 
screen. This masterclass showed 
aspiring performers ways of exploring 
character on screen.

Video Enhancement. Lead by video 
artist, Boris Bagattini, participants 
had the chance to learn practical 
skills in postproduction and video 
enhancement, including colour 
grading, camera tracking and a 
general overview of visual effects 
techniques. 

Auditions Workshop. Run by 
Aardvark Casting Agency and 
facilitated by Barbara Harvey. The 
course was designed to give novice 
actors a basic understanding of the 
screen industry and practical training 
in screen audition technique. 

statistics
Participant numbers
 Fight Choreography: 12. 
 Acting for Screen: 8. 
 Auditions: 8. 
 Video Enhancement: 8

Program

workshops
& masterclasses
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dates
Various throughout the year. Regular 
training on Monday evenings.

key artists
Worked with: 
 David Williams, 
 Kate Worsley, 
 James Evans (Bell Shakespeare), 
 Mohammed Ahmad,   
 Andy Ko, 
 Felicity Castagna,   
 Luke Carman, 
 Emma Beech,    
 Christopher Harley, 
 Karen Therese, 
 Nathan Luff,    
 Johanna Allen

ensemble 
members
 Angela Tran, 
 Amanda Sullo, 
 David Robertts, 
 Adham Al Msodny, 
 Joseph Carbone, 
 Melanie Araya, 
 Jennifer Capello,   
 Justin Kilic, 
 Ashlyn Goundar, 
 Jackson Stewart, 
 Zena Hardy

description
The PYT Performance Ensemble is 
a small group of dedicated young 
people living in the Fairfield region. 
The Ensemble meet regularly for 
training and are invited to participate 
in workshops and masterclasses. 
The Ensemble are also, where 
possible, integrated into our other 
programming. In 2013, the Ensemble 
performed at the Fairfield Arts 
Festival, and they formed part of the 
cast for both The Violence Project 
and In this Fairfield: Romeo & Juliet 
in the West.

The PYT Creative team take the 
majority of regular training sessions, 
however, in 2013 they also worked 
for an extended period with Emma 
Beech whilst she was an artist in 
residence in the space. In 2013, 
we were successful in joining Bell 
Shakespeare’s Hearts in a Row 
program, whereby PYT Ensemble 
members now are offered free 
tickets to Bell Shakespeare shows 
performed in Sydney. For some of 
our members, the first production 
they saw with Bell was the first 
professional theatre production 
they’ve ever seen. James Evans also 
ran a session for the Ensemble that 
was well received.

statistics
11 Ensemble members

pyt performance
ensemble

ProgramProgram
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dates 
Boris Bagattini 
 5th – 16th of August
Emma Beech 
 26th August – 6th September

key artists
Boris Bagattini
Emma Beech

description
PYT offers a 2 week in-residence 
program, whereby professional artists 
can apply to use the spaces at PYT in 
Fairfield for the creative development 
of new work. As part of the program, 
artists are required to give back to the 
community in some way, whether that 
be workshops/masterclasses for the 
PYT Performance Ensemble,  a free 
showing for our local community, or 
mentorships for local young artists.

In 2013 we had video artist Boris 
Bagattini work on an installation 
piece that became part of Funpark, 
a Sydney Festival event in 2014. 
Boris studied Design at UNSW, 
Digital Cinematography at AFTRS & 
Advanced Character Animation with 
Disney Feature Animator Murray 
Debus. He has directed and animated 
video clips for bands such as The 
Vines, Evermore, the Howling Bells, 
Operator Please and Sparkadia, 
incorporating visual effects, animation 
and live footage. Since 2011, Boris 
has been working primarily in large 
scale theatre and event video design, 
and interactive artworks.

Emma Beech was working on 
her one-woman show Homage 
to Uncertainty and presented a 
showing of the work, followed by 
a question and answer session. 
In the past 10 years, Emma has 
performed and created new work 
in Denmark with Carte Blanche & 
Group 38.  In Australia, she was 

worked as an actor on screen with 
several local filmmaker, hosted the 
television series Artshow with ABC & 
the Australia Network.  For theatre, 
she has had the pleasure of creating 
& performing with Last Tuesday 
Society, Cab Sav, Real TV, Patch, 
Monkey Baa, Playwriting Australia.

statistics
Number of artists: 2

Program

artists in residence
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key artists
Genevieve Bailey
Phuong Le
Sardar Sinjawi
Mon Sans Productions
Team 9 Lives
Invincible
J.T Lion Dancers

description
PYT partnered on the following 
events:

Fairfield Bike Shorts was a series of 
workshops and events with culturally 
diverse local residents exploring 
cycling cultures and heritage through 
art, storytelling and film. The final 
films were premiered at PYT.

PYT screened the documentary I 
Am Eleven, followed by a Q and 
A session. Australian filmmaker 
Genevieve Bailey travelled the world 
for six years talking with 11-year-olds 
to compose this insightful, funny 
and moving documentary portrait of 
childhood.

The Information and Cultural 
Exchange (ICE) ran a series of acting 
and audition workshops at PYT in the 
lead of to the casting of the upcoming 
television show Maximum Choppage.

Sardar Sinjawi led a series of 
sculpture workshops at PYT using 
Reused and Recycled objects.

Mon Sans Productions is a group 
of 13 young theatre makers from 
Western Sydney. In 2013 mentored 
the company as part of their 
Incubator program. 

Local groups Team 9Lives, Invincible 
and J.T Lion dancers run weekly 
creative workshops out of the 
PYT space for young people, with 
guidance and support from PYT 
producers. 200 students frequent 
these workshops each week.

By turning PYT into a cultural and 
artistic hub, it offers local people 
access to quality arts projects, 
promoting the sharing of skills and 
contacts.

Program

partner projects
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