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ABOUT THE SHOW

After a sell-out season in Sydney Festival,  
Dorr-e Dari is coming home to Fairfield.
Switch off the dating apps, forget the nightclubs and tune in to  
a thousand-year strong tradition of courtly Persian love poetry.

Through intimate storytelling and epic ballads from the streets of Kabul, 
Tehran and Quetta, via Western Sydney, your hosts Bibi, Jawad and 
Mahdi will guide you on the path to love.

Inspired by the tradition of private recitals and ‘curtain shows’ performed 
all through the Persian-speaking world, this rich and tender new theatre 
work will show you there’s a verse for every condition of the heart.
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A NOTE FROM  
THE CREATORS

ABOUT PYT

Off the back of his lead role in PYT Fairfield’s hugely successful 
Tribunal, a production that confronted the hurt and damage 
caused by Australia’s obsession with “border protection”, Mahdi 
Mohammadi pitched the idea for a new show that would be a 
celebration of his community’s language and culture, especially 
the classical traditions and everyday uses of Persian love poetry. 
And he had a title: Dorr-e Dari — the “Pearl of Dari”, a reference to 
the form of Persian spoken in Afghanistan, the ancestral home of 
Mahdi, Jawad and Bibi. 

A form for the show, and a precious sense of ensemble, 
developed over the many months of what we dubbed our “dinner 
+ dramaturgy” sessions. Nourished by Jawad’s lamb shorba, and 
sitting on the carpet, we worked through the resonances between 
classical poetry, popular song and the lived experiences of the 
performers while researching the history, politics and visual arts 
traditions of the Persian-speaking world. With this performance 
we invite you into the charmed space of our poetry circle where, at 
least for a moment, any problem might be solved with a couplet. 
This “poetic crash course” aims to expand this space and prolong 
these charms. There is hope in hospitality.

PYT has a reputation as a brave and transformative company who 
make urgent work that explores the critical issues of our times. 
We challenge the conventions of traditional theatre by creating 
innovative performance and social artistic experiences in theatre 
spaces and across diverse urban sites of Fairfield, Western Sydney 
and beyond, and with a key focus on cultural diversity. 

PYT has presented work across Australia including at the Sydney 
Opera House, Sydney Festival, Arts House Melbourne and Adelaide 
Festival Centre.  



CREATIVES

Aunty Rhonda Dixon-Grovenor 
First Nations Elder 

Rhonda Dixon/Grovenor is a 
Gadigal/Bidgigal/Darug/Yuin Elder 
from the Sydney Saltwater basin 
Western Sydney and the south 
coast of New South Wales.

For many years Rhonda has been 
a strong advocate and activist  
for Social and Environmental 
Justice and Human Rights and  
an active supporter of Black  
Lives Matter, Refugees, CALD  
and LGBT+ protests.

She is currently studying at 
UTS (Design Architecture 
and Building) with a Creative 
Research Masters - How to study 
respectfully on Gadigal/Bidgigal 
land and Protocols (Education 
Module). Rhonda works within 
UTS University of Technology, 
Sydney and has lectured there for 
the past four years. She is also on 
the staff (as Cultural Advisor) with 
Life Rites and (Elder in Residence) 
with AFTRS. Rhonda has a theatre 
career which spans 12 years, her 
most recent work was in PYT’s 
production of Tribunal at the 
Sydney Opera house. 

Jawad Yaqoubi 
Co-Creator/Performer 

Jawad runs a business as a 
plasterer, working on building 
sites all over Sydney. He 
worked as a male model and 
fitness trainer in Indonesia, 
before arriving in Australia 
and making his debut as a 
performer at Griffin Theatre 
in the premiere production of 
PYT’s Tribunal.

Mahdi Mohammadi 
Concept/Co-Creator/Performer

Mahdi trained as a director 
at Kabul University. He co-
founded Papyrus Theatre, 
which was awarded first prize 
at the Afghan National Theatre 
Festival, as well as touring to 
India and Sweden. In Australia, 
Mahdi has performed with the 
PYT Fairfield Ensemble and 
was a co-devisor/performer in 
PYT’s Tribunal.



CREATIVES

Bibi Goul Mossavi 
Co-Creator/Performer

Bibi trained in Media Culture 
and Communication at 
Macquarie University and 
postgraduate studies in 
psychology at the University 
of New South Wales. She 
is a passionate advocate of 
women’s rights and equality 
and CALD representation in 
the performing arts space. 
As a performer with the PYT 
Fairfield Ensemble, she made 
a big splash in Swimming 
Pool, directed by Tessa Leong. 
Currently, Bibi works as a 
Programming Coordinator with 
the Sydney Opera House.

Paul Dwyer 
Director

Paul has worked as a 
dramaturg on many award-
winning documentary theatre 
productions, including The 
Bougainville Photoplay Project 
(version 1.0), Beautiful One 
Day (version 1.0, Ilbijerri and 
Belvoir), Tribunal (PYT Fairfield) 
and Grace Under Pressure 
(Alternative Facts). Paul is 
also Chair of the Department 
of Theatre and Performance 
Studies at Sydney University.

Jalal Nazari 
Guest Performer

Jalal Nazari, born in a remote 
area of Ghazni province, 
Afghanistan, has a bachelor’s 
degree in English Language 
and Literature from Balkh 
University. He currently works 
for the Kabul bureau of the Wall 
Street Journal as a reporter. 
He has been writing Persian 
poetry for seven years and has 
won prizes at literary festivals 
in Tehran and Kabul. He 
participated in the 2020 Sydney 
Festival as a poet and visual 
artist/calligrapher.



CREATIVE TEAM
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This project has been developed in partnership with the University 
of Sydney. It has been generously supported by the Australia 
Council for the Arts and the NSW Government through Create NSW, 
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Walford Foundation and the Lansdowne Foundation.

PYT Fairfield would like to thank the Department of Theatre and 
Performance Studies at the University of Sydney, Richard Manner 
and Justine Shih Pearson. Mark Mitchell from UNSW Creative 
Practice Lab. Jalal Nazari, Patrick Howard, Amina Khodadadi, Razia 
Maqsoudi, Mirabelle Wouters, Gabrielle Wilson, Frank Dwyer, Dr 
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Dorr-e Dari: A Poetic Crash Course in the Language of Love 
premiered at the Sydney Festival in 2021. 
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